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HOLLAND  COUNTY  COUN 


LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Annual 


ON  THE 


County  Health  Services 


PART  2. 


Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by 

IV.  G.  BOOTH,  M.D.,  D P.H. 

1942. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

With  an  increase  in  the  birth-rate  from  16.7  to  18.8  per  1,000 
of  the  population  and  a decrease  in  the  death-rate  from  11.3  to  11.1 
there  is  every  reason  to  feel  satisfied  with  the  position  of  the  County 
in  regard  to  its  health  statistics.  In  view  of  war  conditions  the 
report  is  again  statistical  in  character.  Only  two  deaths  were 
reported  as  due  to  diphtheria  whilst  fourteen  were  the  result  of  road 
accidents.  Other  significant  facts  can  be  gathered  from  this  report 
which  have  much  bearing  upon  the  future  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
County. 

I beg  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
W.  G.  BOOTH. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  AREA. 


(a)  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (acres)  

Population  (Census  I931)  

Population  (Estimated  mid-1942)  

Rateable  Value  for  the  whole  County  (1st  April, 

1942  ...  • 

Produce  of  penny  rate  for  whole  ounty 

(1941/42)  


267,854 

92.330 

92,810 

£358,606 


(b)  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

for  the  Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

\ Legitimate 

Live  Births  | Illegitimate 
/ Total  Births 

. . . 840 

802 

1642 

...  58 

46 

104 

...  898 

848 

1746 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  populations 
Deaths  from  all  causes  : — 1031. 

Urban  Districts 

-18.8. 

•••  • • • ••• 

Nett 

Death-rate 

12.6 

. 

Rural  Districts 

• • • • ••• 

10.2 

Administrative  County 

•••  •••  ••• 

11. 1 

England  and  Wales  ... 

• •••  • • • 

11. 6 

Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  child-birth  6 

Rate  per  1,000  total  births  3-3 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  40.9 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 3 


BIRTH-RATE.— The  birth-rate  for  1942  is  18.8  as  compared 
with  16.7  in  1941.  The  highest  rate  was  in  Boston  Borough, 

namely  20.0. 

t 4 

Illegitimate  births  for  the  year  were  6.0  per  cent,  of  the  total 
live  births. 


DEATH-RATE. — The  net  death-rate  shows  a decrease  as  com- 
pared  with  1941,  the  figures  being  11.1  and  11.3  respectively.  The 
highest  rate  was  in  Boston  Borough  (13. 1)  and  the  lowest  in  the 
Spalding  Rural  District  (9.6).  The  death-rate  for  England  and 

Wales  was  n.6. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE.— The  infant  mortality  rate 
for  1942  is  46.9  as  compared  with  43.  j for  the  previous  year.  The 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1942  was  49. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. — The  number  of  women  dying 
from  conditions  directly  associated  with  child-birth  (including 
sepsis)  was  6.  This,  was  a rate  of  3.3  per  1,000  births  as  compared 
with  2.5  for  the  previous  year. 

MAIN  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. — The  following  table  shows  the 
chief  killing  diseases  in  the  County  of  Holland  during  1942. 


Disease. 

* 

Total  number  of  deaths. 

Heart  Disease  

205 

Cancer  

163 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  4 

136 

Bronchitis  

47 

Pneumonia  

30 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  

4i 

. 

CANCER. — The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  during  1942 
was  163  compared  with  179  ip  ,1941.  This  figure  represents  15.8 
per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  from  all  causes,  a decrease  on  the 
previous  year  when  it  was  16.4  per  cent.  The  mortality  rate  per 
1,000  of  the  population  is  1.7. 

The  cancer  scheme  for  the  whole  County  of  Lincolnshire  came 
into  operation  in  September,  1942,  and  the  following  are  the  figures 
up  to  31st  December,  1942. 

In-Patient  treatment 8 cases. 

Diagnosis  clinics  (Boston  Hospital)  10  cases. 

Out-Patient  treatment  (Scunthorpe  Hospital)  4 cases. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  the  scheme  is  working  very 
satisfactorily  in  Holland.  There  is  the  closest  co-operation  between 
the  Director  of  Radio-Therapy  and  the  County  Council’s  Surgeon  ; 
this  ensures  a smoothness  which  is  essential  for  the  success  of  the 
scheme.  The  long  distances  involved  in  transport  to  Scunthorpe 
are  a disadvantage,  but  it  is  realised  that  this  is  a temporary 
arrangement. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1942. 
Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 
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ALL  CAUSES 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis.— A case  of  Poliomyelitis  occurred  m 
October,  1942,  at  a camp  for  Secondary  School  girls  who  had  taken 
over  the  Long  Sutton  School  for  accommodation.  Unfortunately 
the  case  terminated  fatally  but  there  were  no  further  cases. 

Whooping  Cough.— 164  cases  were  reported,  85  of  which  were 
in  the  Boston  Rural  district.  There  was  1 death. 

Diphtheria. — The  number  of  cases  notified  was  72.  Under 
the  County  Council’s  maternity  and  child  welfare  scheme,  the 
number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  immunised  by  private 
practitioners  or  at  welfare  centres  was  774  \ this  shows  an  increase 
of  227  in  the  previous  year  and,  in  addition,  the  local  Sanitary 
Authorities  have  arrangements  for  immunisation  by  private  practi- 
tioners. 1448  children  received  protective  treatment . at  schools 
which  is  an  increase  of  586  on  the  year  1941.  The  main  difficulty 
hitherto  has  been  to  secure  the  immunisation  of  children . under 
school  age,  but  the  position  is  gradually  improving.  It  is  estimated 
that  approximately  78%  of  the  population  up  to  15  years  of  age 
have  been  immunised. 

«• 

Erysipelas. — 18  cases  were  notified. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers. — I case  was  notified  in  the 
East  Elloe  Rural  District.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Pneumonia. — 42  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified,  a decrease 
of  30  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  30  deaths. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — No  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.— 13  cases  were  notified,  12  of  these  being 
in  the  area  administered  by  the  County  Council  for  maternity,  and 
child  welfare  purposes.  8 of  the  latter  cases  received  institutional 
treatment.  Throughout  the  County  there  were  4 deaths  from 
puerperal  sepsis. 

Measles.— 193  cases  were  notified  and  there  were  no  deaths. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — 36  cases  (including  17  in  the 
Borough  of  Boston)  were  notified.  One  of  the  County  cases 
received  institutional  treatment.  All  made  satisfactory  recoveiies. 
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SCABIES. 


This  disease  is  not  notifiable  and  it  is  difficult  to  know  how 
mail)/  cases  actually  occurred.  The  County  Council  provided  in- 
patient accommodation  at  the  Annexe  Hospital,  Boston,  and  at 
Freiston  Hall  Sick  Bay,  the  number  of  cases  so  treated  being  53 
and  19  respectively.  128  cases  attended  the  Spalding  Minor 
Ailments  clinic  for  treatment  but  later  in  the  year  a cleansing 
station  was  established  in  Spalding  by  the  Spalding  Urban  District 
Council  to  which  patients  are  now  referred  if  necessary.  It  is 
however  certain  that  for  the  time  being  the  position  has  much 
improved. 

VACCINATION. 

The  table  on  page  9 shows  that  in  1941  (the  last  year 
for  which  complete  figures  are  available),  8.9%  of  the  children 
whose  births  were  registered  during  the  year  were  vaccinated. 
The  County  Council  passed  a resolution  suggesting  the  abolition 
of  the  present  system,  and  the  substitution  of  powers  for  such 
compulsory  vaccination  of  contacts  and  others  as  may  be  necessary 
to  control  actual  outbreaks  of  smallpox.  It  is  expected  that  any 
further  move  in  this  direction  will  have  to  be  deferred  until  the 
end  of  the  war. 
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Infectious  Diseases  notified  in  Holland  County  for  the  year  ending  31st  December^  1942. 


8 


pH 

cd 

4—4 

o 

H 

H Tjl  LO  CO  CO 

OCD  tJ(0® 

MH  CON 

| 

11116 

'S0XSB0'J/\[ 

CM  CO  H -r-H  rH 

CM  CO  O 

r-H 

CO 

03 

rH 

•xOcX  uaqoiqo 

to  I ^ II 

O | ’'T1  1 1 

CM  t-h 

rH 

LO 

CO 

•eiuoumaiid 

ID-  O CM  O CO 

rH  rH 

CM 

■sisoinojaqnj, 

jo  suijo^  jaqio 

CO  ’'xb  r— i rH 

tH  rH 

CO 

CO 

■siso'xnoxoqnx 

^jEuouixricX 

1H  CM  O CD  IH 

rH  rH  H rH 

LO 

CO 

•xmuo^BuooN 

EiuixBqxqdo 

£—  LO  CO  H I 

tH  tH 

CO 

CO 

•sixixa^ui-oixoci 

II  l!H 

rH 

x^-iad-iand 

t-H  CM  CM 

CO 

rH 

pioqd^XB^d 

pun  pioqd^j, 

II  II- 

rH 

• 

•J0A0d  X3I‘IB3S 

CO  CO  O r-H  o 

Tt<  CM  00  CM 

o 

CM 

rH 

•SBxadis^ja 

CM  CO  CO  CO 

CO 

rH 

•Bijaqxqdia 

LO  LO  rH  rH  CD 

tH  tH  CO  rH 

CM 

C— 

•qgnoQ  SuidooqAV 

O CD  LO  CO  Tb 

rH  CO  CO  rH  rH 

CO 

rH 

•j0A0d  XBUidS"Ojq0J0O 

Tf  ^ CM  t— l j 

L" 

Disrict. 

Urban  Districts. 

Boston 

Spalding 

Rural  Districts. 

Boston 

Spalding 

East  Elloe 

in 

pi 

O 

• r-H 

o 

cu 

=+H 

PI 


X 

o 

a 

r—H 

cd 

£ 

tZ 


O 

in 

CD 

m 

cd 

cj 

>> 

5-i 

cd 

PI 

• r-H 

u 

O 

cd 

.Pi 

H 


$-< 

o 

H 

a 

> 

S-c 

<d 

in 

a> 

u 

in 


CIS 

• r—H 

a 

in 

O 

X 


T3 

5h 

03 

O 

FQ 


pi 

o 

• rH 

03 

r—H 

O 

in 


O 

•“3 

Cd 


a> 

cy 

r—4 

Ph 


H 

CD 

X5 

Pi 

r— I 

y 

PI 

• r-H 

CD 

5h 

Cd 

w 

0) 


Sh 

o 
■ X 

4-J 

PS 

< 

>3 

£-» 

a3 

-h 

• rH 

PI 

03 

m 

o> 

4P 


CD 

PI 

[H 


P! 

O 

h-> 

m 

O 

CQ 


oS 

TS 

QJ 

•4-* 

03 

"d 

o 


o 

o 

y 

cd 

0) 

Pi 

03 

CD 

iry 

cd 

CD 

m 


<!  T3 


VACCINATION— RETURNS  MADE  BY  VACCINATION  OFFICERS. 
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MATERNITY  AND  MIDWIFERY  SERVICES, 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
County  Council  midwives  during  the  year  : — 


District 

' 

No.  of  visits 

Total 
number 
Df  visits 

Ante-natal 

De- 

livery 

1 

| Lying- 
in 

I 

Home 

Clinic 

Boston,  Wyberton  and 

Fishtoft 

950 

749 

328 

4791 

6818 

Tydd  St.  Mary  and 

Sutton  St  James 

• 

144 

10 

12 

■ 

195 

361 

Totals 

1094 

759 

340 

4986 

7179 

The  number  of  mid  wives  who  notified , their  intention  to 
practice  within  the  County  during  1942  was  50,  all  of  whom  were 
trained  women.  This  of  course  covers  changes  arid  relief  duties. 
The  number  practising  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  37.  Routine,  in 
addition  to  special  inspections,  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
Medical  aid  was  sought  by  midwives  in  354  cases,  the  classification 
being  as  follows  : — 


PREGNANCY. 

Purulent  discharge 2 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage  15 

Abortion  or  threatened  abortion  15 

Swelling  of  legs  6 

Albuminuria „ 16 

Miscarriage  12 

Varicose  Veins  5 

Other  conditions  18 

LABOUR. 

Malpresentation  22 

Excessive  bleeding 7 

Retained  or  adherent  placenta 7 

Ruptured  perineum  89 

Delayed  labour  50 

Other  conditions  3 


II 


LYING-IN. 

Rise  of  temperature  

Post-partum  haemorrhage  

Other  conditions  

CHILD. 

Convulsions  

Dangerous  feebleness  

Inflammation  of  eyes  

Stillbirth  

Malformation  

Notifications  of  artificial  feeding  numbered  16. 


15 

3 

5 


CONSULTATIONS. 

During  1942,  31  maternity  cases  were  referred  to  the  Consul- 
tants for  the  following  conditions  : — Albuminuria  2 ; Small  pelvis 
3 ; Pelvic  contraction  2 ; Ante-partum  haemorrhage  ; Hyperpiesis 
1 ; Prolapsed  cord  1 ; Puerperel  pyrexia  8 ; Eclampsia  1 ; Breech 
presentation  1 ; Toxaemia  2 ; Phlebitis  1 ; Disproportion  3 ; 
Fibroids  1 ; Others  3. 

DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

During  the  year,  14  cases  were  treated  by  the  County  dentists. 
28  cases  in  which  dentures  were  necessary  were  treated  by  private 
dentists  under  the  Council’s  scheme  and  contributions  recovered 
in  accordance  with  the  scale. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

The  visitation  and  supervision  of  children  maintained  for  re- 
ward by  foster-parents  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Health  Visitors. 
At  the  close  of  the  year,  there  were  9 such  children  in  the  charge 
of  9 foster-parents. 


Children  boarded  out  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  re- 
ceived frequent  visits  from  the  Health  Visitors. 

maternity  beds. 

176  cases  were  dealt  with  at  the  Spalding  Institution  and  7 
at  the  Boston  Institution. 

There  is  a real  necessity  for  more  accommodation  for  patients 
in  the  North  of  the  County. 


\ 
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The  maternity  unit  at  the  Holbeach  Emergency  Hospital  was 
opened  early  in  1942,  but  much  had  to  be  done  after  the  opening, 
and  the  unit  did  not  get  properly  working  until  May.  One  ward 
was  converted  into  a lying-in  ward  containing  10  beds  in  cubicles 
with  temporary  partitions.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  corridor,  a 
labour  ward,  sterilising  room  and  nursery  were  made.  This  ac- 
commodation has  at  times  been  taxed  to  the  uttermost,  and  a duty 
room  and  one  or  two  small  wards  are  urgently  required.  Up  to  the 
end  of  December  there  were  94  confinements,  with  91  live  births 
and  3 stillbirths.  Two  cases  of  miscarriage  were  also  dealt  with. 
Three  Caesarean  operations  were  performed.  In  addition  8 sick 
babies,  born  outside,  were  treated  in  the  Nursery.  An  ante-natal 
clinic  has  been  established  in  connection  with  the  unit  and  is  held 
on  Fridays,  from  10  a.m.  to  12  noon.  There  were  39  sessions 
during  1942  when  75  new  patients  were  seen  and  afterwards  made 
170  re-attendances. 


Apart  from  Holbeach,  difficult  midwifery  cases  are  admitted 
by  special  arrangement  to  Boston  and  West  Norfolk  and  King’s 
Lynn  General  Hospitals,  and  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  at  Boston.  During  the  year,  22  cases  were 
dealt  with  in  Boston  General  Hospital,  3 at  Lynn,  and  8 at  the 
Boston  Isolation  Hospital. 

/ 

The  County  Council  is  the  Supervising  Authority  for  the  whole 
County  (including  the  Borough  of  Boston) . The  number  of  cases 
attended  in  the  area  during  the  year  by  midwives  was  as  follows  : — 


Domiciliary 

Cases. 

As  midwives  841 

As  maternity  nurses  ...  322 


Cases  in 
Institutions. 

262 

229 


Totals. 

1103 

55i 


CARE  OF  CHILDREN  OF  LAND  WORKERS. 

No  action  has  yet  been  taken  in  this  matter.  There  have  been 
further  representations  from  the  War  Agricultural  Committee  and 
from  the  Ministry  regarding  the  setting  up  of  a Day  Nursey  at 
Spalding  and  this  is  receiving  consideration. 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 

In  spite  of  war  conditions,  the  work  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  has  been  fully  maintained  and  attendances  of  mothers  and 
children  have  been  very  satisfactory.  The  amount  of  national 
dried  milk  issued  is  increasing  but  proprietary  brands  of  dried  milk 
are  still  available  if  required. 
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The  figures  for  the  County  Welfare  Centres  are  as  follows  : 


1 

Crowland 

Donington  j 

; 

Holbeach 

Kirton 

Long  Sutton  j 

two 

c 

•l-H 

s 

7s 

a 

l/l 

Sutton  Bridge  | 

Swineshead 

Wrangle 

Number 

of  Session  . . 

| 52 

1 51 

53 

a 52 

50 

! 102 

| 53 

52 

| 50 

NEW 

CASES— 

Mothers 

51 

89 

125 

104 

79 

234 

105 

60 

i 50 

Children 

under  1 year 

* 56 

82 

119 

77 

91 

186 

71 

53 

81 

Children 

over  1 year 

| 23 

| 34 

| 30 

32 

16 

| 58 

| 56 

31 

| 24 

OLD 

CASES— 

Mothers 

646 

1304 

2000 

1108 

2595 

2363 

1473 

1188 

| 940 

Children 

under  1 year 

464 

799 

1032 

823 

1323 

! 1298 

842 

684 

| 655 

Children 

over  1 year 

393 

744 

1261 

536 

1464 

1397 

840 

740 

| 480 

No.  of 

Consultations 

158 

316 

543 

243 

612 

| 1148 

347 

373 

I 302 

No.  of  ante-natal 

attendances 

22 

9 

38 

.3 

— > 

550 

165 

1 

12 

No.  of  Health  Talks  . . 

I 9 

1 

12 

3 

By  arrangement  with  the  Boston  Corporation,  mothers  and 
babies  resident  in  the  County  area  may  attend  the  Boston  Infant 
Welfare  Centre. 


New  cases  attending  Centre  71 

Attendances  of  children  under  1 year 41 1 

Attendances  of  children  over  1 year  247 


HEALTH  VISITING. 

A total  of  24,944  visits  were  made  by  the  County  Health 
Visitors  to  children  under  school  age,  namely  9,882  to  children 
under  1 year  of  age  and  15,062  visits  to  children  between  the  ages 
of  one  and  5 years. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

In  spite  of  difficulties,  336  samples  were  taken  by  the  Sampling- 
Officer  during  the  year  ; this  is  a decrease  of  21  on  the  previous 
year.  The  nature  of  the  samples  was  as  follows  : — Milk  286, 
Condensed  milk  1,. Butter  1,  Cheese  1,  Cocoa  3.  Coffee  2,  Malted 
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Flour  2,  Lard  i,  Margarine  i,  Sausages  3,  Sugar  1,  Malt  Vinegar  2, 
Camphorated  Oil  1,  Anti-Gas  Ointment  7,  Aspirin  Tablets  1, 
Arrowroot  1,  Cheese  Spread  1,  Egg  Substitute  Powder  2,  Canned 
Fish  1,  Canned  Fish  Cakes  and  Roll  2,  Fish  Paste  1,  Meat  Extract 
2,  Meat  Pie  1,  Custard  Powder  1,  Rum,  Coffee,  and  Chicory  Extract 
1,  Canned  Vegetables  2,  Solution  of  Iodine  2,  Essence  1,  Forcemeat 
1,  Pudding  Mixture  1,  Fruit  Preserving  Tablets  1,  Saccharin 
Tablets  2 


The  table  below  shows  the  action  taken  with  regard  to  samples 
reported  as  being  below  standard  or  adulterated  : — 


No. 


Nature  of 
sample. 


1.  Milk. 


2.  Milk. 


3. 


Milk. 

4.  Milk. 

5.  Milk. 

6.  Milk. 

7.  Milk. 

8.  Milk. 

9.  Milk. 


Nature  of  Irregularity. 
2\%  Extraneous  Water 


8.5%  Extraneous  Water. 

6%  Extraneous  Water. 
14%  Extraneous  Water. 


2%  Extraneous  Water. 
20%  Fat  Deficient. 

27%  Extraneous  Water. 

32%  Extraneous  Water 
27-J%  Extraneous  Water 
11%  Fat  Deficiency. 

9%  Fat  Deficiency 
6%  Fat  Deficiency. 


Action  taken. 

Under  observation.  Analyst 
raised  the  query  as  to  possible 
ice  crystals  giving  inaccurate 
samples  during  severe  frost. 
Purchased  from  retailer ; 
sample  followed  through  to 
producer. 

Fined  £5  and  10/6d.  costs — 
North  Holland  Petty  Sessions. 
Sample  followed  up  and 
prosecution  of  producer  under- 
taken. 

Under  observation. 

To  be  resampled. 

Fined  £10  and  £2  2s.  Od.  costs 
—Long  Sutton  Court. 

Fined  £20  at  North  Holland 
Petty  Sessions. 

No  action.  Sample  repre- 
sentative of  one  churn  only, 
the  second  churn  being  de- 
livered at  same  time  more 
than  balanced  deficiency,  i.e., 
showed  milk  fat  4.55%. 


10. 

Milk. 

8%  Fat  Deficiency. 

Being  followed  up. 

11. 

Milk. 

7%  Fat  Deficiency. 

Being  followed  up. 

12. 

Milk. 

11%  Fat  Deficiency. 

Being  followed  up. 

13. 

Milk. 

4%  Fat  Deficiency. 

Being  followed  up. 

14. 

Milk. 

6%  Fat  Deficiency. 

Being  followed  up. 

15. 

Milk. 

7%  Fat  Deficiency. 

No  action  taken  as  sample 
constituted  residue  left  over 
after  delivery  had  been  com- 
pleted. 

16. 

Milk. 

15%  Fat  Deficiency. 

Being  followed  up. 

17. 

Milk. 

16%  Fat  Deficiency. 

Being  followed  up. 

18. 

Milk. 

17%  Fat  Deficiency. 

Being  followed  up. 

19. 

Milk 

14%  Fat  Deficiency. 

Being  followed  up. 

20. 

Milk. 

11%  Fat  Deficiency. 

Being  followed  up. 

21. 

Milk. 

8%  Fat  Deficiency. 

Being  followed  up. 

22. 

Milk. 

15%  Extraneous  Water. 

Fined  £1 — Long  Sutton  Court. 

23. 

Milk. 

7%  Extraneous  Water. 

No  immediate  action. 

24. 

Milk. 

13%  Fat  Deficiency. 

Warned. 

25. 

Milk. 

5%  Fat  Deficiency. 

No  action.  To  be  resampled. 

26. 

Condensed 

Unfit  for  human  con- 

Food condemned  as  not  fit  for 

Milk. 

sumption. 

human  consumption. 
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ORTHOPAEDIC  SCHEME. 


Thirty  Orthopaedic  Clinics  were  held  at  the  Centres  at  Boston, 
Spalding  and  Holbeach.  During  1942,  346  cases  were  seen  at 
the  Clinics  and  the  number  of  attendances  made  was  799  (School 
attendances — cases  160,  attendances  379). 

The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  cases  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  disease  : — 


Adults. 

Tuberculosis  (Surgical). 

Tabes  Mesenterica  — 

Tubercular  glands  of  neck  ...  4 

Tuberculosis  of  bones  or  joints  ...  24 

Observation  cases  3 

Non-tuberculous  conditions. 


Postural  deformities  of  spine 
Rachitic  deformities 
Paralytic  deformities 
Congenital  deformities  of  foot 

Toritcollis  

Spina  Bifida 

Congenital  dislocation  of  hip 

Bow  legs  

Hallux  Valgus,  hammer  toes,  etc 
Osteomyelitis 
Hernia 
Poliomyelitis 
Scoliosis 


Flat  feet  

Fractures  

Osgood  Schlatter's  disease 
Undescended  testes 

Cervical  adenitis  

Webbed  fingers  

Naevus 

Pes  Varus  and  Pes  Valgus 
Other  conditions  


2 


1 


7 

4 

10 

1 

26 


19 


School  Under- 
cases.  school  age. 

1 — 

20  3 

3 1 

— 2 


5 — 

1 . 1 

2 — 

14  16 

4 4 

3 1 

2 1 

9 

4 5 

3 

3 4 

10  1 

12  — 

16  4 

7 1 

1 — 

10  — 

3 2 

3 

2 13 

13  8 

18  5 


105  160  81 


The  Orthopaedic  Nurses  have  continued  with  the  domiciliary 
work  in  South  and  North  Holland  respectively.  The  orthopaedic 
block  at  the  County  Emergency  Hospital,  Boston,  has  been  con- 
tinuously full  and  with  an  increasing  number  of  adult  orthopaedic 
cases,  patients  have  been  accommodated  also  in  the  Annexe 
Hospital,  and  in  out-county  institutions. 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913-1938. 

Action  taken  during  the  year  has  been  confined  to  work  of 
routine  nature.  3 cases  were  referred  by  the  Local  Education 
Authorities  ; one  of  these  was  sent  to  a Certified  Institution.  In 
all,  8 patients  were  admitted  under  “ order  ” to  the  institutions 
of  the  Lines.  Joint  Board.  119  reception  orders  were  in  force 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  including  15  patients  on  licence.  4 new 
cases  were  placed  under  statutory  supervision. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  in  the  County  as  on  31st 
December,  1942  : — 


INSTITUTIONS  UNDER  ORDER  ” 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Under  16  years  of  age  

6 

2 

8 

Aged  16  years  and  over  ............ 

46 

50 

96 

ON  LICENCE  FROM  INSTITUTIONS 

4 

11 

U5 

UNDER  GUARDIANSHIP  

— 

— 

— 

UNDER  STATUTORY  SUPERVISION 

85 

69 

154 

Cases  under  Voluntary  Supervision  ... 

T O 

16 

29 

MENTAL  TREATMENT  ACT. 

There  is  a clinic  for  early  mental  cases  at  the  Lincoln  County 
Hospital  and  cases  can  also  be  seen  at  the  Bracebridge  Mental 
Hospital.  Eight  voluntary  patients  were  admitted  to  the  Brace- 
bridge  Heath  Hospital  during  the  year. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

t 

This  work  is  being  carried  out  by  the  Local  Sanitary 
Authorities  within  the  County  to  whom  the  powers  have  been 
delegated  by  the  County  Council. 

CIVIL  NURSING  RESERVE. 

The  Local  Emergency  Committee  for  the  Nursing  Profession 
has  met  regularly  to  deal  with  applications  for  enrolment  and  other 
questions  appertaining  to  the  Reserve.  By  the  end  of  the  year, 
278  nursing  auxiliaries  had  completed  their  training. 
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In  the  case  of  auxiliaries,  the  training  has  been  given  by  at- 
tendance at  hospitals  in  the  region  for  a fortnight's  intensive  in- 
struction. 

The  refresher  course  at  Boston,  combined  with  social  activities, 
mainly  for  auxiliary  nurses,  terminated  in  April.  It  was 
organised  by  Mrs.  G.  V.  Clark  and  were  most  successful.  With  the 
approval  of  the  Ministry,  a similar  course  of  6 lectures  was  arranged 
at  Spalding  by  Miss  H.  B.  Harvey  ; this  course  also  was  much 
appreciated  and  there  was  an  average  attendance  of  about  70. 

The  following  tables  shows  the  state  of  the  register  on  31st 


December,  1942  : — 

Mobile. 

Immobile. 

y- 

Immobile. 

Category. 

Whole- 

Whole- 

Part- 

time. 

time. 

time. 

Totals. 

Trained  Nurses  

3 

13 

10 

26 

Assistant  Nurses  

7 

7 

8 

22 

Nursing  Auxiliaries — 

(a)  Directly  recruited 

39 

10 

59 

108 

(b)  St.  John  

7 

6 

29 

42 

(c)  Red  Cross  

11 

i5 

7i 

97 

Totals  67 

5i 

177. 

295 

WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND. 

The  Committee  of  the  Boston  and  Holland  Blind  Society  acts 
on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  for  the  administration  of  blind 
welfare  throughout  the  County.  The  Society  completed  twenty- 
five  years  of  service  on  1st  October,  1942,  and  has  been  responsible 
for  the  various  developments  of  the  services  during  that  period. 
The  report  shows  that,  at  the  present  time,  3 children  are  at  special 
schools,  1 boy  is  in  training  as  a basket  maker,  and  there  are  11 
registered  home  workers.  The  Secretary  and  Home  Teacher  have 
paid  3,603  visits  in  connection  with  welfare  work  and  some  ninety 
necessitous  blind  persons,  with  their  dependants,  have  received 
regular  grants  of  domiciliary  assistance  during  the  .year. 
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On  March  31st,  1943,  the  numbered  of  registered  blind  persons 
was  129,  a decrease  of  3 on  last  year’s  figure. 


Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

New  cases  registered 

4 

8 

12 

Deaths  

6 

4 

10 

Decertified  (Successful 

cataract  operation) 

2 

- 

2 

Transfers  in  

— - 

1 

1 

Transfers  out 

2 

2 

4 

Re-registration 

— 

1 

1 

TABLE  I. 

TABLE  II. 

Summary  of  present  age  periods.  Age  at  which  blindness  occurred. 


Age. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

■ Age- 

M. 

F. 

Total 

5—16 

4 

1 

5 

0 — I 

10 

11 

21 

l6 — 21 

4 

3 

7 

1—  5 

2 

3 

5 

21 — 40 

6 

10 

16 

5—10 

1 

2 

3 

40—50 

3 

5 

8 

10 — 20 

— 

3 

3 

50—65 

20 

17 

37 

20 — 30 

0 

0 

7 

10 

65—70 

3 

10 

13 

30—40 

7 

3 

10 

70  and 

40 — 50 

11 

7 

18 

over 

19 

24 

43 

50 — 60 

9 

14 

23 

60 — 70 

10 

10 

20 

59 

70 

129 

70  and 

over 

6 

10 

16 

59 

70 

129 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES— COUNTY  LABORATORY. 

The  County  Laboratory  continues  to  play  an  important  part 
in  connection  with  the  health  services  and  hospitals  and  is  also  at 
the  disposal  of  private  practitioners  when  investigations  are  re- 
quired by  them.  Advantage  has  been  taken,  when  necessary,  of 
the  pathological  service  instituted  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  scope  of  the  work  undertaken 


during  the  year  : — 

t 

Nature  of  Test  Number  of  tests 

performed. 

Smears  and  deposits  for  Tubercle  bacilli  ...  468 

Culture  for  Tubercle  bacilli 147 

Biological  Tests  for  Tubercle  bacilli  17 

Throat  Swabs  1150 

Culture  Various 390 

Cultures  for  Typhoid  Dysentery  Group 

Organisms  61 

Blood  Cultures  24 

Cultures  for  Gonococci 346 

Smears  for  Gonococci 498 

Routine  Urines  18 

Designated  Milks  95 

Blood  Counts  197 

Urea  estimation  blood  or  urine  169 

Blood  Sugar  estimations  82 

Waters  79 

Simple  smears  and  deposits 85 

Fractional  test  meals  35 

Cerebro-spinal  Fluid  52 

Pleural  Fluid  2 

Urine  classification  of  sugar 2 

Widal  agglutinations  for  separate  organisms  ...  129 

Occult  Blood  ...  14 

Van  den  Bergh’s  reaction  1 

Malarial  parasites  ...  .' 1 

Vaccines  2 

Worms  and  Ova  3 

Blood  Grouping ...  11 


Total  4078 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS,  1936-38. 

There  were  21  accredited  producers  in  the  County.  One 
accredited  producer  left  the  district,  and  another  producer  qualified 
for  a licence  during  the  year.  Many  producers  stated  they  were 
having  difficulty  in  obtaining  employees  capable  or  willing  to  milk 
and  that  this  had  an  effect  on  the  number  of  cows  kept  for  milking 
purposes. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES, 

The  number  of  new  recent  infections  which  attended  for  the 
hrst  time  for  treatment  at  the  County  Clinics  compares  with  figures 
obtaining  in  1940  and  1941  as  follows  : — 


Spalding, 

Boston. 

Year  1940 

...  17 

26 

,,  1941  ... 

...  15 

. 28 

,,  I942  ••• 

16 

26 

There  is  undoubted  proof  that  there  are  reservoirs  of  venereal 
infection  in  the  County,  especially  in  the  less  populated  districts. 
It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  we  shall  be  able  to  control  these 
enemies  of  society  under  Regulation  33B  which  came  into  force 
in  November,  1942.  These  infected  people  seek  out  persons  not 
normally  resident  in  the  County.  The  latter  while  in  the  County 
may  have  ample  leisure  hours  and  become  easy  victims  ; they  come 
and  go  and  very  rarely  do  they  know  the  name  of  the  sources 
of  infection.  The  above  figures  only  apply  to  normal  County 
residents. 


Abstract  relating  to  Holland  patients  treated  at  the  Venereal 

Diseases  Treatment  Centres. 


Peter- 

Boston 

Spa  Id- 

borough 

Lynn 

Total 

ing 

and 

Ketton 

A — Number  of  persons  dealt 

* 

with  for  the  first  time 

' 

and  found  to  be 

suffering  from — 

Syphilis  . . 

3 

6 

1 

— 

10 

Soft  Chancre  . . 

— 



— 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

23 

10 

1 

1 

35 

Conditions  other  than 

Venereal 

28 

11 

1 

1 

41 

Total 

54 

27 

3 

2 

86 

B — Attendances  of  all  patients 

1091 

402 

58 

33 

1584 

Cases  requiring  institutional  treatment  have  been  deallt  with  in 
the  Scarthoe  Road  Institution,  Grimsby. 
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TUBERCULOSIS, 

The  main  tuberculosis  dispensaries  functioned  well  and  the 
examination  of  contacts  increased  in  number.  It  was  noted  that 
contacts  showed  less  reluctance  when  asked  to  attend  for  X-Ray 
examination.  During  the  year  a scheme  was  commenced  whereby 
chest  cases  could  be  X-Rayed  at  the  Spalding  Johnson  Hospital, 
the  tuberculosis  service  being  responsible  for  the  cost  ; the  scheme 
was  reviewed  after  six  months  and  is  now  permanently  established. 
The  X-Ray  plant  at  Holbeach  Emergency  Hospital  has  done  very 
useful  work  for  the  service  in  the  South  of  the  County.  In  the 
year  1942,  over  800  chest  X-Rays  were  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  figures  : — 

Boston.  Holbeach.  Spalding. 

Chest  X-Rays  (in-patients  and 

out-patients)  546  246  49 

The  number  of  chest  screenings  at  the  County  Emergency 
Hospital,  Boston,  was  167. 

A -Consulting  Radiologist  was  appointed  in  September,  1942. 

Routine  weekly  sessions  were  held  for  artificial  pneumothorax 
treatment,  and  224  refills  were  given. 

The  Tuberculosis  service  has  now  been  run  for  3 years  without 
airy  beds  in  the  County  for  pulmonary  cases,  except  for  temporary 
emergencies.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a sanatorium  worthy  of  its 
name  will  arise  in  the  future.  The  result  has  been  that  a large 
number  of  patients  have  had  to  remain  at  home,  but  the  position 
has  been  eased  to  some  extent  by  an  increased  use  of  chalets 
erected  near  patients’  homes. 

6 pulmonary  cases  were  treated  in  the  Annexe  Hospital,  and 
one  in  the  County  Emergency  Hospital.  23  patients  (10  men  and 
13  women)  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  admitted 
to  out-county  sanatoria,  namely  3 to  Kelling  Sanatorium,  11  to 
Creaton,  1 to  Brompton,  4 to  East  Anglia  Sanatorium,  3 to 
Branston  Hall,  and  1 to  Ranson  Sanatorium.  14  were  discharged 
before  the  end  of  the  year  and  2 died.  The  average  period  of 
residence  in  sanatorium  was  nearly  5 months.  38  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  disease  were  admitted  during  the  year  to  the  Holland 
County  Emergency/  Hospital,  Boston,  which  is  now  recognised  as  a 
special  school,  and  2 cases  were  admitted  to  out-county  institutions. 
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CARE  COMMITTEE. 

This  voluntary  Committee  completed  its  8th  year  of  very 
successful  work,  the  value  of  which  has  been  acknowledged  from 
time  to  time  by  the  County  Council.  106  cases  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year,  the  major  part  of  the  assistance  being  by  way  of 
milk  allowances.  The  seal  sale,  organised  by  Mrs..  Compton,  was 
a record  and,  as  a result,  £293  8s.  6d.  was  handed  over  to  the 
Care  Committee's  account.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  co- 
operate with  the  Council  in  anti-tuberculosis  work. 


AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

This  work  is  administered  by  a special  department  and  there 
is  no  change  to  report. 


SICK  BAY,  FREISTON  HALL,  NR.  BOSTON. 

This  sick  bay  was  opened  at  the  beginning  of  1942  with  accom- 


modation  for  24  cases.  It  was  primarily  intended  for  the  treatment 
of  skin  diseases  amongst  evacuees  but,  as  these  numbers  declined, 

use  was  made  of  the  accommodation  for  other  cases, 
ing  were  the  admissions  for  the  year  : — 

The  follow- 

Skin  diseases 

33 

Minor  ailments  , 

36 

Bed  wetters  

3 

Children  (per  Public  Assistance  Dept.)  ... 

19 

Convalescent  children  

7 

14  children  were  in  the  Sick  Bay  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


/ 
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HOLBEACH  EMERGENCY  HOSPITAL, 

Many  alterations  have  taken  place  during  the  year,  consequent 
upon  the  opening  of  the  Maternity  Unit  to  which  reference  is  made 
in  another  part  of  the  report. 

The  general  side  of  the  hospital  has  benefited  from  the  con- 
version of  the  former  recreation  room  into  cubicles  which  have 
proved  very  useful  for  the  isolation  of  doubtful  cases.  At  the  same 
time  a dining  room  for  the  nursing  auxiliaries  has  been  made. 

A refrigerator  has  simplified  the  problem  of  keeping  food.  The 
theatre  has  been  improved  by  the  removal  of  superfluous  shelves 
and  the  installation  of  a modern  operating  table  and  scialytic  lamp. 

There  have  been  many  staff  changes  during  the  year.  Dr.  C. 
W.  Dixon,  the  Medical  Superintendent,  left  in  April  to  take  up  a 
post  in  New  Zealand  and  Mrs.  Bayston,  Sister-in-charge,  resigned 
temporarily  in  October  for  reasons  of  health.  Dr.  C.  E.  S.  Jackson 
was  appointed  as  consulting  surgeon  in  June. 

The  acute  shortage  of  nursing  staff  is  a great  problem  in  both 
the  Maternity  Unit  and  the  general  wards. 

During  the  year  517  in-patients  were  treated,  suffering  from 
the  following  conditions 

Medical. — Phlebitis,  1 ; Heart  disease,  15  ; Migraine,  1 ; 
Cerebral  haemorrhage,  6 ; Paraplegia,  1 ; Convulsions,  3 ; Cerebral 
Thrombosis,  5 ; Spina  bifida,  1 ; Hydrocephalus,  1 ; Sciatica,  4 ; 
Gastro-enteritis,  1 ; Gastritis,  2 ; Colic,  10  ; Peptic  ulcer,  7 ; 
Diarrhoea,  3 ; Cholecystitis,  2 ; Haematemesis,  1 ; Subacute  ap- 
pendicitis, 1 ; Gingivitis,  1 ; Pneumonia,  9 ; Bronchitis,  20  ; 
Pleurodynia,  2 ; Pleurisy,  43  Fibrosis  of  lung,  1 ; Suspected  Tuber- 
culosis, 3 ; Asthma,  4 ; Bronchiectasis,  1 ; Renal  colic,  8 ; 
Nephrites,  1 ; Uraemia,  1 ; Cystitis,  2 ; Various  skin  conditions,  20  ; 
Mental  disorders,  6 ; Rheumatism,  7 ; Synovitis,  5 ; Osteo-arthritis, 
2U  Fibrositis;  1 ; Ophthalmia  neonatorum,  1 ; Influenza,  6 ; 
Catarrhal  jaundice,  3 ; Meningitis,  2 ; Vaccinal  toxaemia,  1 ; Other 
infections,  8 ; Diabetes,  1 ; Acute  alcoholism,  1. 

Surgical. — Hernia,  4 ; Appendicectomy,  10  ; Haemorrhoids, 
3 I Pruritus  ani,  1 ; Tonsillectomy,  78  ; Sinusitis,  2 ; Otitis  media, 
11  ; Tonsillitis,  7 ; Vincent’s  angina,  2 ; Laryngitis,  2 ; Other  Ear, 
Nose,  or  Throat  conditions,  3 ; Gynaecological  conditions,  17  ; 
Acute  epididymo-orchitis,  1 ; tuberculous  testis,  1 ; Gangrene  of 
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scrotum,  i ; Supra  pubic  cystotomy,  2 ; Gonorrhoea,  1 ; G.S.W. 
hand,  1 ; Amputation  of  finger,  2 ; Lacerations  and  abrasions,  26  ; 
Ruptured  liver,  1 ; Fractures,  41  ; Sprains,  10  ; Dislocations,  2 ; 
Head  injuries  with  concussion,  16  ; Burns,  11  ; Foreign  bodies,  4 ; 
Other  injuries,  6 ; Carcinoma  (various),  7 ; Acute  osteomyelitis, 
1 ; Chronic  osteomyelitis,  1 ; Abscess,  24  ; Cellulitis,  7 ; Pyaemia, 
1 ; Removal  of  toe  nails,  3 ; Circumcision,  8 ; Excision  of 
ganglion,  2 ; Dental  extractions,  5 ; Glands  of  neck,  1 ; Haemorr- 
hage following  circumcision,  1 ; Varicose  ulcer,  1. 

204  operations  were  performed,  193  of  these  being  under 
general  anaesthesia. 

642  X-Rays  were  taken  including  246  X-Rays  of  the  chest,  and 
255  out-patients  attended  the  hospital. 

HOLLAND  COUNTY  EMERGENCY  HOSPITAL,  BOSTON. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  cases  treated  during  the  year  : 


In-patients. 

E.M.S.  patients  176 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 1 

N on-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  38 

County  Orthopaedic  cases  (M.  & C.W.  Scheme) 34 

,,  ,,  ,,  (School  Medical  Service)  ...  43 

Boston  ,,  ,,  (M.  & C.W.  Scheme) 19 

,,  ,,  ,,  (School  Medical  Service)  ...  9 

General — adult  orthopaedic  cases,  and  general  medical 

and  surgical  cases • 93 


413  1 

— 

Out-patients. 

Massage  Department  4,420  attendances  i 

X-Ray  ,,  735 

Plaster  ,,  96  ,, 

Examinations  (various)  ...  331 

The  work  of  the  physiotherapy  department  has  grown  rapidly 
in  the  last  three  years  -and  has  dealt  with  an  increasing  number  of 
orthopoedic  and  E.M.S.  cases.  When  the  hospital  was  recognised 
as  a fracture  hospital,  it  became  obvious,  that  the  department  was- 1 
severely  handicapped  by  lack  of  space.  In  order  to  undertake  the 
work  of  rehabilitation  efficiency,  a solution  would  be  the  establish- 
ing of  a new  complete  unit  with  increase  of  staff  at  the  Annexe  I 
Hospital  to  enable  physio-therapy  to  be  undertaken  there.  In 
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connection  with  the  fracture  service,  70  cases  were  admitted  for 
in-patient  treatment  and  there  was  a large  increase  in  the  number 
of  out-patient  attendances.  A number  of  the  fracture  cases  treated 
were  agricultural  workers  who  now  come  under  the  E.M.S.  scheme 
for  industrial  workers. 

Several  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  by  physicians  and 
orthopaedic  surgeons  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

A special  refrigerator  was  installed  to  house  bottles  of  blood 
and  fresh  supplies  were  delivered  fortnightly  from  the  Regional 
Transfusion  Laboratory.  The  appeal  for  blood  donors  was  dis- 
appointing especially  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  doctors  and 
nurses  give  up  their  leisure  time  to  hold  these  sessions. 

COUNTY  EMERGENCY  HOSPITAL  ANNEXE,  BOSTON. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  patients  admitted 
during  the  year  and  this  hospital  continued  to  serve  a very  useful 
purpose. 

A nucleus  of  an  operating  theatre  was  developed  in  1942. 

395  patients  were  admitted  as  follows  : — 


E.M.S. 


129 

103 

90 

73 


Cases  for  cleansing 
Public  Health  cases 
Public  Assistance  cases  ... 


The  conditions  treated  were  : — Scabies,  146  ; Verminous  con- 
ditions, 27  ; Impetigo  and  various  skin  diseases,  59  ; Pneumonia 
and  bronchitis,  13  ; Tuberculosis,  6 ; Orthopaedic,  21  ; Malnutri- 
tion, 4 ; children  under  care,  11  ; general  medical,  108. 

It  will  be  noted  that  173  cases  of  scabies  and  verminous 
infestations  were  treated  during  the  year.  Many  of  these  cases 
were  grossly  involved  and  often  presented  themselves  with  histories 
of  several  weeks’  duration.  It  is  suggested  that  each  district 
authority  should  provide  public  cleansing  centres  easy  of  access 
to  the  general  public. 

The  nursing  staff  have  X-Rays  at  regular  intervals,  are  im- 
munised against  diphtheria,  and  undergo  the  Mantoux  test  for 
tuberculosis. 

The  services  of  a consulting  physician  became  available  with 
resulting  good  benefit. 
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